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Interview by Cecilia Leung, Louise Lam, <Paco Chan 

Written by Cecilia Leung 

(Photos by Louise Lam 

(Professor John (p. (Burns is currently a (professor in tfie (Pofitics and 'Public administration (Department. 'He was selected to be the coming 
(Dean of t fie Vacuity of Social Sciences this coming September since (professor KolRday is stepping down. Social Sciences Society has 
invited him to share his vision on 'Vacuity matters with us. 

S: SSS interviewers 
&' (professor 'Burns 

S: On behalf of Social Sciences Society, we first have to give our congratulations to (professor 'Burns for getting elected the new (Dean. 
'.How do you feel about that? 

(B: I am very happy to take up this challenge. We have a very good 'Faculty with a good ranging. I think,the 'Faculty is in good shape 
but we need to move forward. (During these 5 years, I will probably not be teaching, which I will miss. 'For me, it is a career shift to 
administration. (Being the 'Dean is a 24- 7 job but I enjoy this opportunity and challenge. 

S: What ii your vision on the development of the 'Faculty? 

<B: 'My idea is to improve the 'Faculty 's standing in the world. 'Faculty aims to recruit the best quality staff and students from around the 

world and produce graduates who are socially aware, civic-minded, intellectually rigorous and capable of effective leadership. 

Mso.Cearning is coproduced. teachers can have aCC fends of vision but they wifConCy 

be WOYr\able if Students Snafe theM. Students have the resjionsibility to grasp the opportunity, to take education 
offered seriously and to try to get as much out (fit as possible. Ihat's a vision that students also share. 

S: (global Citizenship e[. Social Innovation is a signature program of our faculty but students seems to have many complaints on that, 
say, for example, the types of worh^ financial subsidies, and assessment methods, jfow will you improve on it? 

<B: What I intended to do is to review them to ensure they are meeting the need of students. 'My intention is to go way beyond questionnaire, 
but initiate some focus groups of students, fllso, we widtalkjo partners that provide internships. If there are some partners that are not 
living up to our expectation, I will be very happy to change it to get what we really want. 

Social Innovation is compulsory and should remain compulsory. I would (ike to have more partners and better experiences. Tor global 
Citizenship, I myself benefited from overseas study. I think,everyone should have that opportunity. In a 4-year curriculum, there is room 
for every student. I am also open to other forms of experiential (earning 



S: The main problem of (jtobal Citizenship is tfiat it is financially demanding. Can the faculty provide more suSsidies on tfiat? 

<B: I can 't promise you anything now 6ut I understand the problem. There should not he any financial disincentive to go exchange since going 
overseas is ahsolutely essential/or students to develop into a whole person and practice their autonomy. I will be certainly willing to talkjo 
the 'University about that, and perhaps we can raise fund. 

S: Social Sciences is a general degree which does not have very specialized skills which is the reason of the frustration many students face in 
finding their first '.job. 'Will you aim to improve this problem, if so, how? 

<B: what is the advantage of a general degree? It helps to maintain the quality of education through competition, 'these departments have to 
compete for students and that 's a quality enhancing mechanism. Perhaps, we need to do more with the employers to inform them about our 
variety ranges from natural sciences to humanities subjects. In fact, through CjCSl, students are ambassadors of the 'BSocSc degree to get the 
employers more familiar with us. I also agree that we need to promote social sciences to community. It is very disappointing to know that 
the public do not even know there is a politics department in KKlU. 

S: Let 's move on to talkjtbout the Postgraduate program in our 'Faculty. 
'Do you have any plans on that? 

<B: the first thing is that we need many more postgraduates' students, 
both the 'Master of 'Philosophy (MVhilj and Q'h'D students. 'We are 
hammered by a certain extent of the distribution of'Ph'D students of the 
'University. 'We have to compete for quota. There is a performance based 
formula that used to allocate the students. One thing we could do is to 
modify the formula, and also raise fund outside the University. 

S: The government is now cutting the budget for 'M'Phil students in Kong %png. How can the faculty expand its resources despite such a 
change? 

<B: I thinkthe government 's thinking is that students will be offered an admission to 'Ph'D program and they finished the master program 
in that 4- year process as well. I think,they would like this to be the major trend and this makes the system more tike the North American 
one. 'We have scarce resources, so we need to understand clearly the motive of the students before offering an admission. It is important that 
students enrolling are out of academic purposes. It is not because they could not get a job. 1 see no problem in government 's strategy and I 
am supportive. This is important to grow the research culture in 'Kong 'Kpng. 

S: How wilt you improve communication with the students in the faculty after being the new 'Dean? 

<B: I would (ike to have as much communication as possible. Some kind of regular meetings with students is good. One of the first things I 
will probably do in the coming September is that I will explain to the faculty staff that they are here to serve students. It is because our 
fundamental business is education. 

S: <Doyou have any words for students? j\ny expectation on us? 




<B: I have a very good impression on Social Sciences students. 'My expectations are students are serious, committed, knowing why they are 
here, willing to take risks and every opportunity. 'Be willing to have your mind expanded, get out of comfort zone. Squeeze everything you 
can out of every opportunity in those 5 years, otherwise you are missing something. So, remember to squeeze every bit out of it. 'Don 't be 
defeated. 

Afterword: 

'Professor <Burns is a very easy - going and humorous professor. His 
researches mainly focus on Chinese politics. He also shares with us his 
interest on Chinese ink,- painting andean speak_some simple Chinese 
vocabularies. 'Wish him alt the best in the coming term ofdeanship. 
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Ian JfoCCicfay 

TacuCty of Social Sciences 

Interview by CcciCia Leung, 'Eric San, 'Yoyo 'Ho 

'Written by 'Eric San, CeciRa Leung 

(Photos by 'Yoyo Jfo 

(professor Ian Jfoffiday is the current -Dean of the Tacutty of Social Sciences and a (Professor of (Political Science at The 'University of 
Kong Xpng. Mis term of lieansfiip is coming to an end this coming August and therefore we interviewed him, giving him a chance to 
express his thoughts andfeefings after being the (Dean for all these years. 

S: SSS interviewers Jf: 'Professor Jfoffiday 

S: (Being the (Dean after aff these years, do you see any changes within the TacuCty? 

Jf: 'Tor students, experiential learning is now entrenched; it is now established as a compulsory requirement. I am feeling that the 
experiential learning is realty helping student to grow, audio foo^6eyond themselves and their comfort zone, audit is forcing them to 
confront some new issues that previously they did not have to confront. I thinf^it makes students more confident, more strategic, more 
aware and more capable, and alt of those things wilt be lasting. 



The TOSS course is cancelled, but that's a level of detail The bigger picture is that we've moved from a focus on on-campus learning 
to developing off campus program throughout internships and everything else, and in that way we have tried to maf(e students more 
effective performers in campus. 

'Within the faculty as a whole, we are more engaged with China than we used to be, through research and through teaching. I hope that 
we are better networked in terms of having research collaboration with top universities around the world. 

S: Speaking of changes, we are switching to the 3-3-4 curriculum. -Do you anticipate any major changes brought about to the faculty 
and students? 

<D: I thinfipur curriculum in the <ISSS program was already a 3-3-4 type of curriculum, it gives you extensive choices of majors and minors, 
I don't thinh^there are gonna be huge changes inside the faculty requirement of the <BSS. I hinh^that most of the changes will come 
from the university requirements from the common core, which hind of reinforced our philosophy. Our philosophy is broad base learning 
complementing specific disciplinary expertise and the university is just building another, even broader base underneath ours. We are the 
biggest provider with the common core course. We are leaching many other more students which are not social sciences students than we 

used to, which is good. 'Everybody is a social scientist now, with the common core. 



S: (Elaborating on that point, where can we locate the importance of social sciences in other discipfines? 

Jf-.llie social sciences already underpin more than just this faculty's teaching. If you go to the field of education, business and economics, or 
architecture, aff of them are driven by social sciences methodology. We are so energetic in engaging with the common core. 'Understanding 
contemporary China andjtsia are'JfKV s great contributions. It is something that has to be done in a social sciences perspective and that 
I thinkjwiffbe one of our major contributions in the common core. 



S: 'Do you thinkjj there is any area in the faculty that needs improvements? If so, where are these areas? Say, for example, to raise the 
ranking of the 'faculty among universities injisia and around the world? 

K: Of course there are. Maybe I unff say just one thing -which is the graduate school. I think^we can do more to Build a truly global graduate 
school of young scholars working social sciences problems in China andflsia. 'We have excellent students from mainland China and'Kong %png, 
but we don 't have a sufficiently international graduate school at the moment. 

Concerning the ranking, there's not much further to go for us, I thinkjwe are no. 3 in Jlsia for social science at the moment. I would tike to see 
that the faculty to be more of an international hub, we really should he attracting more international students from the overseas, because we are 
in the China 's door steps and we have a unique perspective on developments in China. 

S: 'What do you think_about social sciences students? 'What do you thinkthey are good at and how do you think^lhey can contribute to the 
society? 

K: One thing I will say is that I have been enormously impressed tvith the enthusiasm and the willingness that social sciences students have 
displayed in taking the internships and the experiential learning. I would say 75 to 80% students have a good internship and they do grow 
and learn something about themselves that they would not have otherwise learnt. I think.it is to the credit of the students that they have been 
prepared to give it ago not just kind of walkthrough it to get the credits but actually take it on properly. 

S: 'Do you have any expectation on social sciences students? 

31: 'Yes, I expect them all to be active learners and active contributors to the wider society. I think^there's a danger of student being too inward- 
looking, too focus on their own program and hall activities and that 's not quite enough. So my expectation to all of the students is that they not 
only devote themselves to their study hut also to the social issues and challenges. I thinkjhese challenges are not just in the 'Kong %png context. 
'Kong 'Kpng can do something on the issues about Jisia. 'We should be looking at programs which send students out of Kong 'Kpng throughout 
J\sia as social leaders. 

S: 'What can be done to achieve all the goals mentioned above? 

K: Social Innovation and global Citizenship. 'We need really to expand the internship fiirther. I would tike to see something as the 'Migrate 
Outreach 'Education Initiative ('MOEI) program as first of the number of steps the faculty would take to provide some social leaderships itself. 
There are hundreds of students registered in the faculty doing undergraduate program, all of you have a lot of energies, creativity, ideas, and on 
the whole they are only being channeled into academic pursuit. Typically in the summer, or other downtimes in the year, you are not doing things 
which are as socially productive as could be. I really would tike to see social sciences student doing more rather than less Social Innovation and 
global Citizenship. 



S: 'Wouldyou reckon expanding the gCSI a difficult task? 

K: 'Yes, I think_so, because there is student resistance, find part of it is the 
cost issue, it 's not easy to find $20000 to cover the cost of a summer program 
and not every family can afford that. I hope the faculty will workjwith new 
donors to help support students. 

S: Kow do you feel when the five year deanship is coming to an end? 

K: 'Well, Kappy and Sad. I have been really lucky because colleagues and 
students have been great and a pleasure to work_with. I think,it's gonna be 
a little lonely stepping down. Jit the moment, I am involved in quite a few 
things and after the end of Jiugust, I'm kind of happy to have the chance to 
return to writing and teaching. So that's the happy side of it. 

The sad side is just not having so much human contact. I meet with guys like you and with lots of interesting people every day and I face tots of 
interesting challenges. Wot alt of them are pleasant, some of them are complaints from students or parents. 'But on the whole, I would say it has 
been ready interesting in dealing with so many great people. 

Afterword: 

Stepping down from the -Deanship, 'Professor KoCRday will probably return to his teaching and research on political science. 'We may '■'-'■^'.'il _ 

igji'1 sUjrtly in lecture theatres. On behalf of the Society, we wish 'Professor '} tolliday every success and a fruitful life in the future. ^oi^ 
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Newsletter 

Dear Social Scientists, 

The Social Sciences Society (SSS), HKUSU has long been 
renowned for its active participation in social affairs. In the 
past, there were numerous forums, exhibitions, as well as 
parades concerning different kinds of social issues. Our 
dedication towards social affairs has gained recognitions 
as well as supports from various parties, ranging from 
the government to a number of concerning groups in the 
society. 

if- 




Marching onto the year 2011, the Social Sciences Society, 
HKUSU has come to the 43"' session. As one of the executive 
committee members of the Society, I feel it is important for 
us to maintain the good tradition of the Society, which is 
to take the active role to react and express our opinions in 
different social issues. Moreover, we believe that serving 
our members is one of our key objectives as well. Therefore, 
our executive committee members "of this session hope 
to devote more to the internal activities provided to our 
members, for instance, to provide more welfare products 
and initiate more social activities that can strengthen and 
enhance friendship and mutual understanding among 
members. 

We hope that, through our activities, we can raise 
awareness of social affairs among HKU community and 
hence encourage them to participate. This year, we would 
like to promote our ideas in a more innovative way. For 
example, apart from the traditional forums and exhibitions, 
we have co-organized with the Faculty of Social Sciences 
an informal meeting with the Chief Executive called "An 
afternoon with CE". It is hoped that both government 
officials and the students would have found the meeting 
rewarding and would continue to communicate. 



We believe that such activities are appealing to HKU 
students, particularly to Social Sciences students. We hope 
to get them involved and to have their opinions heard. 

Our Inauguration Ceremony in late January this year 
is another breakthrough. Unlike the rest of the nine 
faculty societies who hold their Inauguration Ceremony 

at the traditional venue Rayson Huang Theatre, we 

are the pioneer to have our Inauguration Ceremony held 
at the Sun Yat-sen Place, better known as the"Happy 
Park". The uncertainties of Inauguration Ceremony, like 
unpredictable weather conditions, compelled us to run our 
contingency plan. With our diligence and determination 
which came from the confidence of our members however, 
the Ceremony was finally held successfully in Sun Yat-sen 
Place. 

Being the Chairman of the Society is not an easy task, but I 
am proud to be the leader of the Society to foster students 
awareness and concerns towards social affairs. 1 believe 
that we can make changes, to the HKU community, to the 
society and even to the world. Nevertheless, we need your 
support and participation and we look forward to seeing 
you all in the upcoming activities! 

Paco Chan Pak Hong 

Chairman 

Social Sciences Society, HKUSU 

Session 20 11 
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